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of the city, which was walled up and but little guarded;
he sent into Cremona as many chosen soldiers as he
could, disguised as priests or peasants, and these hid-
ing themselves in the house of the friendly priest, ob-
tained secretly as many axes as they could. Then the
Prince despatched five hundred picked men and of-
ficers to march by the aqueduct to the priest's vault;
he put Thomas de Vaudemont, son of the Governor-
General of the Milanese, at the head of a large de-
tachment of troops, with orders to occupy a redoubt
that defended the Po, and to come by the bridge to
his assistance, when the struggle commenced in the
town; and he charged the soldiers secreted in the
priest's house to break down the walled-up gate, so as
to admit the troops whom he would lead there.

Everything, thus concerted with exactness, was ex-
ecuted with precision, and with all possible secrecy
and success. It was on the 1st of February, 1702, at
break of day, that the surprise was attempted. The
Marechal de Villeroy had only arrived in the town on
the previous night. The first person who got scent
of what was going forward was the cook of the Lieu-
tenant-General Crenan, who going out in the early
morning to buy provisions, saw the streets full of sol-
diers, whose uniforms were unknown to him. He ran
back and awakened his master. Neither he nor his
valets would believe what the cook said, but neverthe-
less Crenan hurriedly dressed himself, went out, and
was only too soon convinced that it was true.

At the same time, by a piece of good luck, which
proved the saving of Cremona, a regiment under the
command of D'Entragues, drew up in battle array in